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OPPORTUNITIES FOR PHILANTHROPIC INVESTMENTS

IN BARBADOS’ SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE

The chronic impacts of the 2008 global
financial crisis and subsequent economic
recession create great challenges for Small
Island Developing States such as Barbados.
With much smaller budgets and the priority
now on debt and fiscal deficit reductions for
years to come, the Government’s ability to
prioritize and invest in essential Social
Infrastructure is severely restricted. 

It is urgent that this gap be filled. 
Fortunately Barbados has strong

connections to philanthropists with generous
hearts who appreciate the importance of Social
Investments. Many have already invested in
buying a Barbadian home, conduct business
here or support a local charity.

The Maria Holder Memorial Trust is investing in
a broad range of social initiatives including
projects in education, health and addiction
treatment in Barbados. 

The Sandy Lane Charitable Trust has helped
needy children for many years. 

The Derrick Smith School and Vocational
Centre, a state-of-the-art school for
adolescents and adults with special needs, is
under construction.

The Hans Kristian Rausing Family has
supported the Verdun House Addiction
Treatment Centre for well over 10 years. 

There are many other worthy needs that, to
survive and be effective, must connect with
philanthropic investors or perish. Strong social
infrastructure is essential to build and sustain a
stable and just society.

Donations to Registered Charities enjoy
very favourable tax treatment:
http://businessbarbados.com/investor-
guide/taxation/personal-tax/

The five charities below are already well
established, have a track record with strong
committed leadership and are ready to grow
and execute their compelling mandates.
Contact them directly for further information at
the links provided.

1. Children With Special Needs.
The Because of Jenna Trust and The

Schoolhouse for Special Needs recently
combined resources and strengthened their
collective vision by purchasing a property
perfect for the development of a facility to
meet the needs of these special children.
Their objectives are:

(i)Easing the suffering of severely brain-injured
children and improving their quality of life.

(ii) Providing quality, specialized educational
programs for special needs aged 4 years to
adulthood.

Funds raised are used to meet the diverse
needs of the severely challenged, to higher
functioning children and young adults; these
include therapy, specialized equipment
(wheelchairs etc), medical supplies, surgeries,
educational programs, scholarships and
supplies for the Arts & Crafts Studio which is an
integral part of the facility. 

The lovely Brittons Hill residence will house
The Schoolhouse.  The property, ideally suited
for the construction of a Respite Facility, will
provide a tranquil setting where severely brain-
injured children can reside daily to receive
therapy, nutrition and stimulation so critical to
their overall well being.  Their parents (in most
cases single mothers) will have the option to
join the team of caregivers affording them the
opportunity to learn.  Significant funds will be
needed to build and maintain the facility.

Contact Anna Clarke at
annaclarke@caribsurf.com or Ron Davis at
ron.davis@globefinanceinc.com.

2. The Family
The My Child and I Charity was set up to

promote the welfare of families and more
specifically, of children, via effective parenting
education. This Charity partners with
organisations focusing on specialized areas
related to families or children in Barbados and
the region.  They ensure that the information,
best practices, training and counselling
available are effectively communicated and
provided to a wide cross section of parents,
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caregivers and teachers. They have produced
39 episodes of a TV programme on parenting
as well as a weekly radio programme; both
need to be continued. They are currently
planning free public parenting workshops and
need to develop an online resource centre to
provide ongoing and direct parenting support
services and to target more effectively the 18 -
25 years demographic. They are also designing
a special project to educate pregnant
teenagers. Research confirms that parents
across all socio-economic groups are facing
challenges and the need for parenting
education at this time is directly tied to the
future quality of life and positive development
of our societies. The first public survey My Child
and I commissioned in Barbados indicated that
the work they are doing is already influencing
positive behaviour change among parents and
caregivers.

Contact the Chairperson of the Charity,
Mrs. Francine Charles:
francinevcharles@hotmail.com

3. Heritage Development
Although the Barbados National Trust was

formed in 1961 and manages some nine heritage
properties, there are many heritage sites of
huge importance that need restoration. The
inscription of Historic Bridgetown and its
Garrison as a UNESCO World Heritage site on
June 25th, 2011, greatly enriches the “brand
Barbados”, creating many cultural, tourist and
economic opportunities for all segments of the
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society. The Cabinet has created a Task Force
for Preservation of our built heritage, to
prioritise projects and raise money for
preservation, through the Preservation
(Barbados) Foundation Trust. Of many
important buildings and sites in need of
preservation, the first pilot project is restoration
of the Carnegie Library and Old Supreme Court
complex for the National Library. 

Other priorities include the Old Eye Hospital,
Culloden Farm, and the birthplace of National
Hero Errol Barrow.

Contact the Chairman of the Task Force and
the Preservation Trust, Senator Professor
Emeritus Henry Fraser:
henrysfraser@gmail.com

4. At Risk Youth
“If it wasn’t for Nature Fun Ranch, I would

probably be in prison right now,” were the
words of young Shamar Prescod as he chatted
candidly with his employer of five years about
his troublesome past and how his involvement
and mentorship by NFR and Corey Lane
transformed what many of his teachers were
convinced was a life on a one way course to
Dodds Prison.

Corey speaks of graduates of the Nature Fun
Ranch with the same pride that you would
expect of a father talking about the
achievements of his sons.  Sadly, words like
Shamar’s also send a chill down his spine as he
thinks of numerous young people who he
knows could have benefited from the Ranch.

The Ranch incorporates the rehabilitation of
abused and neglected horses and other
agricultural and outdoor components to teach
valuable life skills like responsibility,
accountability, conflict resolution, work ethic,
empathy and respect.  

A visit to the ranch has left many teachers
and caregivers speechless and sometimes in
tears as they watched former “problem
children” giving and receiving directions and
confidently leading horseback tours of the
facility.

The NFR recently started Girl to Girl which,
lead by experienced, trained youth worker and
past president of Youth Advocacy Movement,
Latoya Lane, caters to ‘at risk’ young women
through similarly structured but uniquely
designed programmes.

To learn more and arrange a visit to the
Nature Fun Ranch, please contact Corey Lane
at naturefunranch@hotmail.com 

5. Fresh Milk - Developing Visual Arts 
“…Fresh Milk has essentially become the main

generator of contemporary arts activity in
Barbados and is vital for the continued growth
of art on the island.” - Alicia Alleyne, BCC
Graduate

Barbados’ under-developed visual arts
sector, small art market and limited human
resources mean that the sector struggles to be
competitive and sustainable. 

The Fresh Milk Art Platform Inc. supports
visual art graduates and emerging artists,
successfully mitigating the almost 100%
attrition rate of BCC alumnae who stop making
art within a year of graduating. Fresh Milk
facilitates contemporary art practice by
nurturing the creative process, locally,
regionally and internationally through
residencies, collaborative projects, the reading
room, mentorship programmes, a mapping
project and their online platform – mostly on a
volunteer basis. 

Their immediate goals are to enlarge the
plant to accommodate studio spaces for local
artists, host international residencies, expand
the reading room, increase programming and
provide an alternative educational arts
curriculum. By facilitating advocacy, education
and sensitization around visual practice, Fresh
Milk will pave the way for artists’ participation
in the international art world.

Contact Founding Director Annalee Davis at
freshmilkbarbados@gmail.com 
http://businessbarbados.com/trending/corpor
ate-social-responsibility
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