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Many would agree that art inspires, forces us
to think imaginatively and critically, and
contributes to our sense of wellbeing and to
the national economy. It brings people
together, creating socially cohesive
environments. It educates, allows travellers to
understand places more meaningfully and can
be a source of employment. 

My roles as educator, visual artist and
founder of an artist led initiative, force me to
think constantly about the visual arts sector.
More specifically, I ponder the future of my
students graduating with Bachelor of Fine Art
degrees from the Barbados Community
College, wondering how we might foster more
culturally dynamic spaces in Barbados,
allowing the arts to flourish and make being an
artist in Barbados a viable profession. 

It’s very exciting to see the number of
Barbadians currently functioning at
professional levels locally and internationally.
At this moment, I can think of several students
extending their studies outside of Barbados,
including Matthew Alleyne and Carla Bellot
studying architecture and filmmaking in Brazil
at the undergraduate level; Sheena Rose is
enrolled in an MFA programme in the USA;
Jessica Taylor in a Masters in Curating
programme; and Cherise Ward in a Masters in
Illustration programme, both in the UK; Alberta
Whittle is in a PhD programme in South Africa
and Natalie McGuire has recently completed
her Masters in Museum and Cultural Heritage
in New Zealand. Others have taken advantage
of professional opportunities, including Alicia
Alleyne and Simone Padmore who completed
artists’ residencies in Iceland and Trinidad;
Katherine Kennedy is on a fellowship at
Akademie Schloss Solitude in Stuttgart,
Germany; Versia Harris presented her five
screen animation at the Moscow Young Art
Biennial in Russia, which went on to be
screened in Berlin. Versia was also selected as
the 2014 New Media prize winner at the
Trinidad and Tobago film festival (TTFF) in
Trinidad. And there are more.

How do we make room for these individuals
to contribute professionally to the visual arts
sector in Barbados on their return, and how do
we ensure their continued growth?

I have been observing the flourishing
informal artist networks evolving in Barbados
and the Caribbean over the past twelve years.
They have all been formed in direct response
to the lack of the formal institutions’ ability to
meet artists’ needs, such as a national art
gallery or a museum of contemporary art with
mandates to successfully support the
production, discussion, promotion and
visibility of contemporary practice. These
burgeoning artist networks mitigate isolation
and build bonds regionally across linguistic
divisions. They also engage with a wider
Caribbean in North America, the UK and
Europe, while looking beyond traditional
colonial relationships. To my mind, it is these
artist led initiatives, constantly popping up
across the Caribbean, that are opening up
opportunities for artists and the visual arts
sector. 

And it is these networks that need to be
supported robustly because they are shaping
a healthier approach to the arts, mobilizing
artists and supporting local, regional and
international artist residencies, exhibitions,
online projects and collaborations. 

A recent Fresh Milk project took me to
Glasgow, a city worth observing in terms of the
development of their arts sector over the past
thirty years.  Glasgow has shifted dramatically
from a city that artists wanted to leave, to one
that artists would choose to stay in or migrate
to from elsewhere. We in Barbados might learn
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something by studying their economic model
for cultivating the arts, which includes an
integrated approach among artists, funders,
the city, art schools, policy makers, etc.,
consciously working together to make it
possible for art to not only survive, but thrive
in Glasgow. It is possible, and we can do this
as well.

In my experience of working in the arts for
the past twenty-five years, this is a particularly
exciting moment, precisely because of the
artists working today and the inspiring
informal artist led initiatives continually
surfacing across the archipelago, supporting
contemporary art production and bolstering
art communities in the region. Reinforced by
the Internet, it is these artist led networks that
have become platforms of excellence,
developing opportunities for exchange,
interaction and visibility. 

We are currently working to bring together
these artist initiatives from the Dutch, Spanish,
French and Anglophone Caribbean here in
Barbados in 2015, as part of a symposium
called ‘Tilting Axis’, which will address issues
of sustainability, visibility and critical
engagement. Also included in this gathering
will be institutional partners from both the
Global South and the North. 

If you’re looking to invest in the visual arts
in Barbados, please educate yourself about the
sector, support the artists and support the
artist led initiatives. They are the real game
changers in town.

www.freshmilkbarbados.wordpress.com
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